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Research questions

e What are the forms, trends and prevalence of
different forms of VAWG in South Sudan?

e What are the direct and indirect drivers of VAWG,
and how are they influenced by the different
conflicts that have taken place in South Sudan?




. WhatWorks
Mixed methods study Gty

e Population-based household
survey:

Women and men ages 15-64.

e Qualitative research:
Participatory FGDs and
In-depth Interviews with

Key stakeholders, survivors and
community members.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Women and men from Juba city were primarily from tribes from the Equatorian region of South Sudan (e.g. Bari, Madi, Acholi, Kuku, etc.), while respondents from Rumbek were almost exclusively from the Dinka tribe and those from the Juba PoC’s from the Nuer. 


Dominated by the Dinka tribe, residents of Rumbek Centre in Lakes State are primarily dependent on a pastoralist lifestyle. Cattle raids, alone or in combination with the abduction or rape of women and children, are common occurrences. 

The Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites were created on UN bases around the country in response to the ethnic targeting of the 2013 Crisis. Almost 40,000 civilians - a vast majority from the Nuer tribe – were residents of Juba’s two PoC sites at the end of 2016.  Under the protection mandate of the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), inhabitants of the PoC sites rely on the international community for almost all services, including provision of tents for shelter, food, water, health and education services. 


Three Conflicts

e Civil War 1983-2005 >
/7

e Crisis 2013 - 2017

e |ntercommunal attacks



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Originally planned as a post conflict study in 2013.  Shortly afterwards  war broke out


South Sudan endured decades of conflict prior to gaining independence from Sudan in 2011. Following Sudan’s independence from Britain in 1956, there were two distinct periods of fighting, one from 1955-1972 and then from 1983-2005, commonly referred to as the second Sudanese Civil War. The second Sudanese Civil War culminated in the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005. This settlement laid the groundwork for South Sudan to gain independence from Sudan and become the world’s newest independent nation in July 2011. 


VAWG and Conflict

[ Directly Conflict Related\

Mon Partner Sexual Assault
Abduction
Killing

Women incidentally affectad as part of

armed attacks on villages/places of
residence

Specific targeting of women and girls (for
marriage, revenge, abduction, drawing men
out, dehumanization, etc.) by an armed
group or rival community

P

Indirectly Related

IPV

Non Partner Sexual Assault

Abuse in the community

Physical violence by family members

Discriminatory Practices (e.g. early
marriage, polygamy, wife inheritance)

Socio-economic status
Opportunistic Crime/Criminality
Displacement

Normalization of violence

Breakdown of rule of law

Gender Inequitable Norms and Practices




Marriage experiences of
respondents
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In all three situations,  Rumbek is the most conservative -  


Experiences of
Displacement

Juba Rumbek Juba PoC



Has experienced an attack on her
village/community of residence

59.8%

52.9%
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Experience of sexual violence by a

non-partner

More than 40%
experienced
non-partner SV
more than once.

60% < 19
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Prevalence of non- = fumbek

partner sexual violence @B ‘wapocs
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Other sexual Sexual
violence exploitation




Experience of Rape or Sexual Assault -
during an raid/attack, abduction, or during
displacement

70%
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. Perpetrators of Non-Partner Sexual Violence
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It is common in our custom to beat a
woman when she has made a mistake -
not to the extent of killing her
completely, but to discipline her.

Male chief



Prevalence of intimate
partner violergs @ b2

Ever physical/ 12 month IPV
sexual IPV



Perceived change in IPV among women who
have experienced IPV since the start of the
2013 Crisis

63%

IPV Increased since start of Stayed the Same IPV decreased since start of
Crisis Crisis
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Increased risk of IPV If
respondent experienced attack
on her village

1.74 (1.07 — 2.83)* OR 2.53 (1.79-3.57)*** 2.82 (2.06 — 3.88)***
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Conclusions

e Nearly 1in 3 women in the study experienced non-partner sexual
violence, mostly conflict-related, although the context and drivers
varied greatly by site

* Despite the high levels of NPSV, intimate partner violence is the
most common type of violence experienced by women and girls
in all sites (53-73%)

* Experiences of conflict increase the risk of IPV in all three sites

* VAWG is rooted in patriarchal norms and practices
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“For the women of South Sudan, nothing will
change unless our government tells people not
to fight...

We (women) are vulnerable - we have no one to
support us.... “

Woman from Rumbek
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